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IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

L (Previously Presented) A retainer for use in securing items wittiin a 
vehicle comprising: 

a lower mounting base having a mounting base uppw sur&ce and a mounting 
base lower surface at^ defining a centzal opening, the lower mounting base including at 
least one tail extending outwanUy from and across the mounting base upper surfiice, a 
release member extending radially outward from the central opening, and a letainer leg 
extending outwardly from the mounting base lower sur&oe, and 

an upper oomponaDit releasably mountable to the lower moxmting base, the upper 
component having an upper surface and a lower surfece, the upper component including 
at least one rail extending outwaidly from and across the lower sur&ce of the upper 
ccmqxinent for slidable engagement with die at least one rail of the lower mounting base, 
a central rib eTctending outwardly from and across the loww suiftce of the upper 
component for engagement with the release member, the release memlmr having a fixed 
end and a free end, die free end being movable to pemih the slidable release of the upper 
component from Ae lowv mounting base, such ftat i^slien released, the lower sur&ce of 
tbe upper component is caused to slide across the mounting base upper sur&ce of the 
lower mounting base, and an item-mounting member extending outwardly from the upper 
surfibce of the upper component fi)r mounting items to the letainer* 

2. (Original) Hie retainer as set fintfa in claim 1, v^diemin the retainer leg 
further incliides opposing substraie-engE^ging sur&cea. 

3- (Original) Hie retainer as set forA in claim 2, wherein the upper 
component frirther includes a pair of sid^ ribs extending outwardly from and across the 
upper component lower surface, the pair of side ribs are aligned substantially parallel 
with the central rib. 
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4. (Original) The retainer as set foilfa m claim wherein the itemimoiintjwg ^^^^^^^'^^eml^ig^ 

member is a ring. 

5. (Original) The retainer as set forth in claim 2, vdieiem the retaizier leg 
lixrther includes at least one 1^ finger that &cilitates the msertion and i^moval of die 
lower mounting base Tvithin. an opening in a substrate. 

6. (Original) The retainer as set forth in claim 5, v^erein "die at least one leg 
finger extmds tfimiig^ the central opening in the lowormountuig base. 

7. (Previously Cancelled) 

8. (Original) The retainer as set forth in claim 1, herein the at least one rail 
of the upper component includes a rail groove. 

9. (Original) The retainer as set forth in claim 8, wheiem the at least one roil 
of the lower mounting base includes a rail rib fiir engagement with the rail groove, 

10. (Previously Cancelled) 

1 1. (Previously Cancelled) 

12. (Pteviously Cancelled) 
13- (Pteviously Cancelled) 
14. (Previously Cancelled) 
1 5^ Q^reviously Cancelled) 
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ws*;«i»-*.;*16. (Cancelled) . mm^^^ 



IX (CaaceUcd) 

18. (CanceUed) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 



21. (Previously Pres^ited) A retainer comprising: 

a fiist mounting member liaving a first body including a first sur&oe and a second 
suf&ce, at least one rail extending outwaxdly from and across the first sui&oe» a release 
member extending fiom the first body, the release member including a fiee end and an 
end secured to the body that permits pivotable movement of the release member^ and a 
retainer leg extending outwaxdly fiom the second sm&ce for attaching the first mounting 
m^ber to a mating object; and 

a second mounting member baving a second body including a third surfaice and a 
fourth surfece, at least one rail extending outwardly fiom and across the third swftce, a 
rib extending outwardly horn and across the third sur&ce, and an item mounting member 
extending outwardly &om the fourth sur&ce for attaching items to the second mounting 
member^ wherein the second mounting member is removably mountable to ilie first 
mounting member^ such that to mount die second moimting member to the first mounting 
member, the second moimting member is caused to slide over the first mounting member 
by moving the release member of the first mounting member at its free end in a first 
direction until tliere is suitable clearance for the rib of the second mounting member to 
pass by the release member, and by further sliding the second mounting member ova- the 
inst mounting member in such a manner that the at lea^ one rail of the second mounting 
memb^ slidably engages the at least one rail of the first mounting member, tt^ second 
mounting member being slid over the first mounting member until such time as the 
release member passes the rib of the second mounting mmber at which point the release 
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m^ber is moved in a second direction so as to be in alignment wi1fa^lbe'rib;tbereb}ii! rt>iectifi^490m'rA4 

locking the second mounting member to the first mounting member, and sudi that to 

unmoimt the second mounting member fiom the first mounting me m ber , the release 

member is moved out of alignment with the rib, thereby allowing tbe second mountii^ 

member to be slidably removed fiam the liist mounting member* — ^.^^^^^ i*xsnnt '--r.^^i-^^' 

22. (Pteviously Presented) Hie retainer as set fonh in claim 21, wherein the 
fiee end of die release member includes a shoulder that is adt^ted to align with tiic rib of 
the second mountmg member v4ien the second mounting member is locked to tfie first 
mounting member. 

23. (Previously Ptesenfied) The retainer as set fordi in claim 21, wherein die 
first directional movem^ of the release member is substantially parallel vAih die first 
surface of the first mounting memb», and the second directLonal movratient of the release 
member is in a substanti ally opposite diiecticm to the first dixedion. 

24. (Previously Presented The retainer as set forth in claim 21» wherein the 
first mounting member hicludes a first periiAieral side wall extending fiom the first 
suffice and partially around the first body thmby defining first ends, and wherein the 
seocmd mountfaig member includes a second peripheral side wall ^ctending from the tfaiid 
surface and partially around die second body thereby defimiig second ends, such thai tfae 
first ends of the first mounting member eng^e the second ends of the second mounting 
member upon tfae slidable insertion of die second mounting member onto the first 
mounting mcmbei:. 
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ag^iisr . * ,25. (Previously Presented) The retainer as set forth in claim 21, wherein the - v -^ w* 

second mounting member includes at least one dde rib extinuling outwardly from mi 
across the third surface, such that ivhen the second mountii^ memb CT is mounted to the 
first moundng member, llie at least one side rib of the second mounting member is 
adiqrted to contact the at least one rail of the first mounting member^o preyent^rotatioii of t^i« 
the second mounting member relative to the first mounting member to further secure the 
second mnBinting member onto the first mounting member. 

26. (Previously Presented) Theretoineras set forth in claim 21, wherein the at 
least one tail of the first mounting member includes two rails each having an "L*' shaped 
cross-section, and wherein the at least one rail of the second mounting member includes 
two rails each having an "L** shaped cross-section, such that the rails of the second 
mounting member interlock with the rails of the first mounting member when the second 
mounting member is mounted to the first mounting member* 

27. (Previously Presented) The retainer as set forth in claim 21, wiierein the 
second peripheral side wall includes an opening through which extends the release 
member for pemiitting selective removal of the second mounting member firom the first 
mounting member. 
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